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Die Iarankheiten des Verdauungskanals. By Pah. Cohnheim, 
M.D. Berlin: S. Karger, 1905. 

Among the many excellent treatises that have appeared recently 
on diseases of the stomach and intestine the present work de¬ 
serves a place in the library of every practising physician. It is 
a practial hand-book for the diagnosis and treatment of diseases 
of the alimentary tract, not a reference-book for those who wish 
to study the pathology and the latest methods of laboratory diag¬ 
nosis. The author says in his preface: “I have endeavored to 
show that in the great majority of cases it is possible to make an 
exact diagnosis by the history and the physical findings, and by 
that means apply a rational method of treatment without recourse 
to the armamentarium of a laboratory and the use of the stomach 
tube, which is so repulsive to most patients.” The promise held 
out in the preface is fully redeemed in the text. Minute instruc¬ 
tions are given in the first chapter in regard to the questions to 
be asked in taking the history. Each question is taken up sep¬ 
arately and discussed at great length, the significance of the various 
data obtained from the patient being discussed in connection with 
the individual diseases. Palpation carried out by certain rules is 
said to yield all the information about the abdominal contents neces¬ 
sary for practical work. In this we cannot entirely agree with the 
author. Obrastzow’s method is recommended for locating the 
greater curvature of the stomach and determining the presence 
of dilatation or ptosis. It consists in giving the patient two glasses 
of water to drink and then performing so-called percutory pal¬ 
pation with the tips of the fingers, the gastric area being recognized 
by feeling the water in the stomach. Inflation is thought unnecessary 
in ordinary cases and should be used only to determine whether a 
tumor is connected with the anterior wall of the stomach or is 
situated behind the viscus. The method in experienced hands 
is no doubt adequate and has the great advantage of being so 
much less unpleasant to the patient than inflation with a tube 
or by the generation of carbon dioxide. While the palpation of 
the liver and gall-bladder (if the latter is enlarged), of the spleen 
under certain conditions, and of movable kidneys is commonly 
practised, one may be permitted to doubt whether such organs 
as the cecum and appendix are accessible to palpation, as stated 
by the author. He says that “in a comparatively large number 
of cases the normal appendix can be felt as a cord-like structure 
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about as long as the little finger and as thick as a pencil, which 
can be rolled under the finger.” The chapter on the examination 
of the stomach contents is one of the shortest in the book and con¬ 
tains only what is absolutely necessary for office work. Relatively 
more attention is devoted to the microscopic examination of the 
stomach contents and of the feces than in other text-books on the 
subject. 

The classification of diseases of the stomach has been reduced 
to the simplest possible terms—namely, organic, constitutional, 
and symptomatic. Pathology is altogether ignored, and the var¬ 
ious conditions are discussed altogether from the clinical stand¬ 
point. Those who still believe in the medical treatment of ulcer 
will find that subject discussed in the most systematic manner. 
In regard to the surgical treatment the author says: “The only 
conditions that call for surgical treatment in ulcer of the stomach 
are perforation and chronic hemorrhages; on the other hand, the 
surgeon is very frequently called upon to treat complications of 
ulcer scars and their consequences.” The early diagnosis of 
cancer before a tumor is palpable, receives the attention which 
such a practical subject deserves. 

“We have seen that it is comparatively easy, even in the absence 
of a palable tumor, first to diagnosticate carcinoma of the stomach 
as such, and second, to determine the localization of the tumor 
as far as necessary for purposes of treatment; for the treatment 
depends altogether on the seat of the neoplasm, and a knowledge 
of its seat is necessary for the internist in order to determine the 
indications for a surgical intervention.” He condemns inflation 
of the stomach with effervescent powder in the presence of sus¬ 
pected cancer of the stomach, but advises simple inflation in order 
to determine whether the tumor belongs to the anterior or the 
posterior wall of the stomach. 

A similar plan is followed in that portion of the book which is 
devoted to diseases of the intestine. The classification again 
is into organic, functional, and symptomatic; parasites of the in¬ 
testine and diseases of the rectum are treated in separate chapters. 

The brief chapter on appendicitis is disappointing. It is de¬ 
voted almost entirely to the discussion of the differential diagnosis 
between appendicitis and “typhlitis stercoralis,” and between 
the three forms of appendicitis: simple or catarrhal, perforative, 
and gangrenous. Cohnheim evidently clings to the theory of 
a “stercoral typhlitis,” and, true to the plan of his book, ignores 
the controversy on this subject which has been carried on during 
the past years. Possibly he thinks the question has no practical 
importance, as he views the differential diagnosis purely from 
the standpoint of treatment: stercoral typhlitis or simple inflam¬ 
mation of the cecum, due to fecal accumulations, and simple or 
catarrhal appendicitis recover under conservative medical treat- 
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ment; while perforative, gangrenous, and the larval, as well as 
the recurrent form, require operation; but he has, to say the least, 
given too much prominence to this disputed clinical entity, ster¬ 
coral typhlitis, to the neglect of other important conditions, the 
differential diagnosis of which is dismissed with a mere enumer¬ 
ation. 

The text is agreeably diversified with short clinical reports of 
apposite cases, and an appendix contains a table for use in di¬ 
agnosing diseases of the stomach without the use of a test break¬ 
fast; a collection of diet lists; a short abstract of balneotherapy 
and hydrotherapy, and a “clinical A B C of the most important 
digestive disturbances.” 

The book should prove useful as a guide to teachers and students 
and as a hand-book to practitioners, particularly on questions of 
treatment. R. M. G. 


Pathogenic Micro-organisms, including Bacteria and Pro¬ 
tozoa. A Practical Manual for Students, Physicians, and 
Health Officers. By William Hallock Park, M.D., Professor 
of Bacteriology and Hygiene, University and Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College, and Director of the Research Laboratory of 
the Department of Health, City of New York. Assisted by Anna 
W. Williams, M.D., Assistant Director of the Research Labor¬ 
atory. Second edition, enlarged and thoroughly revised. New 
York and Philadelphia: Lea Brothers and Co., 1905. 

In this book is found a very excellent exposition of the present- 
day conceptions of the relation of pathogenic bacteria and protozoa 
to disease. The subject is treated with breadth of view, clearness, 
and in an extremely interesting manner. The reader is immediately 
impressed with the care and thoroughness of the revision, and all 
of the advances in the science which have been made recently 
appear in the book. The many important contributions from the 
laboratory of which the author is Director are embodied, and inti¬ 
mate first-hand knowledge of the subject can be everywhere recog¬ 
nized. 

The first part of the book is devoted to general considerations, 
such as methods of isolation of organisms, sterilization, disinfection; 
and broad conceptions of the relation of bacteria to disease, im¬ 
munity, and such subjects are dealt with. 

In the second part the bacteria pathogenic to man are individ¬ 
ually considered. Here the bacteriology of the diseases due to 
bacterial infection is discussed, and all recent problems in regard 
to the relation between specific organisms andpdisease are taken 
up in a very satisfactory manner. The modern means of dealing 



